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2021 SUMMER
SEASON
4,940 hours of stewardship
activities
31 youth crew members
30 project sites across San
Juan County
12 and management
agency partners

SEASON OVERVIEW
2021 marks the fifth year that the Youth Conservation Corps Program (YCC) has
operated under the San Juan Islands Conservation District (SJICD). The YCC program
includes three island crews - Lopez Island, Orcas Island and San Juan Island.
The YCC program is expanding each year and continues to be an important resource
for students, community members and public land users alike.
2021 marked the second year that YCC operated during the pandemic. Due to the
community’s high vaccination rate and low rate of community spread of COVID-19,
we were able to operate a larger program compared to 2020. YCC received much
positive feedback from youth and parents, and it appears that YCC filled a valuable
niche to accommodate the social, emotional, and in-person learning experiences
during the 2nd year of a pandemic environment.
YCC was heavily impacted by staffing shortages felt nationwide this year. We are
incredibly thankful for our team members who navigated these challenges with
passion, commitment, and a positive attitude. Each team member brought unique
perspectives, kindness and care, and professionalism to every day of YCC.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN ACTION
A portion of each workday includes dedicated time for YCC youth to connect with the
land through experiential, hands-on, reflective, and inquisitive environmental education
activities. While success is often measured by visual on-the-ground work, YCC’s
achievements are also dependent on less tangible concepts such as “developing a
lifelong love of nature and stewardship ethic.” YCC accomplishes this by creating
opportunities for art, creativity and flexibility in the schedule to embrace teachable
moments and adjust topics based on youth passions and enthusiasm throughout each
day. Crew leaders report that this is often when the “magic” happens.

INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING THE YCC?
These learning moments are made possible by donations like yours.
Visit our website to learn how to donate:
https://www.sanjuanislandscd.org/donations

Questions or interested in learning more? Please contact:
Kelsey Kittleson, Youth Conservation Corps Program Coordinator
San Juan Islands Conservation District
Kelsey@sjicd.org I (360) 378-6621 ext. 5
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