Funding for technical assistance:
What is it for, and why is it important?
Technical assistance is the foundation for all conservation projects.
▶▶ It refers to the relationship-building, coordination, and expertise that’s needed to develop successful projects
that conserve our natural resources.

The most important and time-consuming part of a conservation project is the technical
assistance that conservation districts must provide before breaking ground.
▶▶ While project construction is funded by capital dollars, conservation districts rely on state operating dollars from
the Washington State Conservation Commission to pay for technical assistance.
▶▶ Partner coordination, logistics, and technical design can take up to 3-5 years, depending on the size and
complexity of the project.

Technical assistance steps that are required before
conservation project construction begins...
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APPLYING FOR FUNDING. Districts assist landowners with completing
applications for project funding, when needed.
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ENGINEERING. By law, some projects must be designed and overseen by a
licensed engineer — this is another service districts provide.

ASSISTING WITH PERMITS. Many projects require permits and cultural resource surveys.
Conservation districts often coordinate these logistics.
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DEVELOPING CONSERVATION PLANS. Staff work with landowners to write conservation plans
for their property, which are required in order to apply for most state and federal grant programs.
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EMPOWERING LANDOWNERS. Conservation districts serve as responsive, local hubs of information. They
connect landowners to voluntary actions they can take to conserve resources and potential funding sources.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS AND TRUST. Conservation district staff make several one-on-one site visits with
landowners. They take the time to listen to and understand landowners’ unique goals.

Conservation districts are trusted, locally led hubs of natural resource expertise and support that empower Washingtonians to
voluntarily practice conservation on their properties. Learn more: scc.wa.gov/about_conservationdistricts

