Why am I receiving this?
As an agriculture producer in San Juan County you have the option to enroll in the Voluntary
Stewardship Program (VSP). The following information explains the basics of how VSP protects
critical areas, agriculture viability, and you from regulation.

•

What is VSP?
The Voluntary Stewardship Program is an incentive-based program for agriculture producers that relies
upon your stewardship practices for protecting critical areas and agriculture viability. VSP has three
primary benefits for you and your farm:
¨ VSP recognizes that maintaining and managing farmland is protecting critical areas.
¨ VSP removes any regulatory uncertainty under critical areas for you and your farming practices.
(Please note that all other federal, state, and local regulations still apply, e.g. building permits, land
use and shoreline permits, SEPA, water rights, Hydraulic Project Approval, USACE permits, etc.).
¨ If you enroll, you’ll be eligible for cost share funding through the Conservation District to install any
NRCS based Best Management Practices (BMPs) on your property to improve your operations
and/or protect critical areas.
San Juan County opted into VSP in 2012 after it was adopted by the state legislature as a part of the
Growth Management Act (GMA, RCW 36.70A) in 2011. VSP has been in place since January 12, 2018,
when San Juan County approved our local VSP Workplan.

What are Critical Areas?
These are elements of our environment that are protected by local, state and federal regulations. These
are defined per RCW 37.70A.020(5) and include:
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

Wetlands
Frequently Flooded Areas
Geologically Hazard Areas
Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas
Fish and Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Areas (this includes perennial and seasonal streams in
San Juan County)
Because of our island geography and geology, all lands in San Juan County have the unique
distinction of being within a Critical Aquifer Recharge Area.

•

Why care about VSP?
By participating in the program, farmers will be working together with the Conservation District to
promote science-based, research-supported practices. This will help them meet the bottom line, work
with natural systems, and remove regulatory uncertainty within designated critical areas.
Farmers will be eligible for cost share matching funds and programs through the Conservation District
to help implement new practices offered through the VSP.

Voluntary Stewardship Program participation results in:

1

Farm Plan Development / Update

VSP guides agricultural use
within these Critical Areas:

2

Eligible for Cost Share Funding

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas

3

Frequently Flooded Areas

Best Management Practices

Fish and Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Areas
Geologic Hazard Areas

4

Promote Land Stewardship

Wetlands

5

Focus on Farm Resources Not Regulation

Land management that benefits both the owner and the land.

•

How do I participate in the VSP?
Enrollment is voluntary. Call or email your local Conservation District office if you are interested in
participating.
San Juan Islands Conservation District
Office: (360) 378-6621 Email: sjicd@sjicd.org

